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TAGS: BTIO, EEWT, RO 

SUBJECT: WIDE BODIED AIRCRAFT 

REF: USDOC 03150 

1 . SOME MONTHS AGO BOEING (REGIONAL REP EHRENWALD AND, 

IF WE RECALL CORRECTLY, HIS BOSS) MADE PRESENTATION ON 
747 TO ASSEMBLED GROUP OF TAROM SPECIALISTS. EFFORT 
UNDERTAKEN WITH VIEW TO LONGER-TERM MARKET PROSPECTS 
WITHOUT REAL EXPECTATION OF SHORT TERM PAYOFF. TO BOEING'S 
SURPRISE SENIOR ROMANIAN, CHALLENGED AS TO SERIOUSNESS 

OF ROMANIAN INTEREST, ASSERTED HIS GOVERNMENT WAS LOOKING 
AT WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT WITH MORE IMMEDIATE INTEREST THAN 
BOEING MIGHT SUSPECT. 

2. TO TEST THIS INTEREST AND TO CAPITALIZE UPON WHATEVER 
ADVANTAGE IT MAY HAVE, EHRENWALD HAS BEEN TRYING TO SECURE 
AGREEMENT OF HIS HEADQUARTERS FOR URU DEMONSTRATION FLIGHT 
TO ROMANIA EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER PARIS AIR SHOW. 

FROM GUARDED CONVERSATIONS OVER LONG-DISTANCE PHONE 
WE GATHER THAT HE HAS MADE SOME INROADS IN HIS ATTEMPT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO CONVINCE SKEPTICAL SENIOR STAFF TO INVEST SUB 
STANTIAL FUNDS REQUIRED TO CHARTER 747 FROM COMMERCIAL 
AIRLINE FOR DAY'S FLIGHT TO BUCHAREST. REPORTEDLY, 

HOWEVER, THERE IS STILL RESISTENCE AGAINST EXPENDING MONEY 
UPON FURTHER PROMOTION IN ROMANIAN ABSENT AN AIRCRAFT 
PURCHASE. 
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WE HAVE NOT HEARD WHETHER ROMANIANS HAVE ESTABLISHED 
COMMITTEE TO STUDY WIDE-BODIED JET. FACT THAT THERE 
APPEARS TO BE INTEREST SUGGESTS THEY MAY WELL HAVE 
FORMED SUCH A GROUP. WHETHER THEY HAVE OR NOT SEEMS 
TO US TO BE OF LARGELY ACADEMIC INTEREST AT THIS POINT, 
SINCE EVERY INDICATION WE HAVE POINTS TO TEHNOIMPORT 
REMAINING AS PURCHASING CHANNEL FOR ALL COMMERCIAL 
AIRCRAFT PURCHASES. TEHNO DIRGEN HARABAGIU, WITH WHOM 
WE HAVE EXCELLENT RELATIONS, GAVE US NO HINT ON FRIDAY 
THAT ROMANIA WOULD BE IN MARKET FOR 747 OR SIMILAR 
AIRCRAFT IN NEAR FUTURE, BUT THEN HE WOULD MAINTAIN THIS 
POSTURE UNTIL MOMENT HE RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO OPEN 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. ALL OF FOREGOING INFORMATION RELATING TO BOEING 
ACTIVITIES WAS GIVEN TO US IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE 
AND SHOULD NOT BE DIVULGED TO ANY OTHER MEMBER 
OF THAT FIRM, LET ALONE ANOTHER MANUFACTURER. 

SHOULD LOCKHEED OR MCDONNET .1 .-DOT TGI .AS INQUIRE 
ABOUT ROMANIAN INTEREST IN WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT, 

WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT THEY SIMPLY CONTACT TEHNO 
DIRECTLY. ALTERNATIVELY, WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO 
SEEK APPOINTMENT. 

BARNES 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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